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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

DISTRICT OF NEVADA

MELVIN DUMMAR,
Plaintiff,

WILLIAM FRANK LUMMIS
and FRANK WILLIAM GAY,

Defendants.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

Case No.:

COMPLAINT FOR DAMAGES AND JURY TRIAL DEMAND

COMES NOW Plaintiff Melvin Dummar, by and through the undersigned law

firm and sues Defendants William Frank Lummis and Frank William Gay and states as

follows:
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JURISDICTION

1. That this court has original jurisdiction over the subject matter and parties
arising under the civil remedies provisions of the federal Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt
Organizations (RICO) statute, 18 U.S.C. § 1964(a); a civil action arising under the laws of
the United States under 28 U.S.C. § 1331; diversity of citizenship with an amount in
controversy in excess of $75,000.00 under 28 U.S.C. § 1332.(a)(1) and under the
supplemental or pendant jurisdiction of this court under 28 U.S.C. § 1367 for the Nevada
caﬁses of action.

VENUE
2. That venue is proper in the District of Nevada since a substantial part of the

events or omissions giving rise to the claims occurred in Clark County, Nevada even though
all the parties are not currently residents of Clark County, Nevada.
PARTIES

3. That Plaintiff Melvin Dummar, at all times material hereto, was a resident
and citizen of the State of Utah and was a 1/16th beneficiary in the subject Last Will of
Howard Robard Hughes, Jr., sometimes identified as the Mormon Will and referred to here
as the Holographic Will. See, Exhibit A, attached: a copy of the Holographic Will and the
envelope in which it was contained.

4. That Defendant William Rice Lummis, at all times material hereto, was a
resident of the States of Texas and/or Nevada and a 1/16th beneficiary in the subject

Holographic Will but an opponent of the admission of the Holographic Will into probate. He
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ultimately, through his mother, became the sole diregt beneficiary of the estate after buying
out other intestate beneficiaries after Texas litigation subsequent to the Nevada probate
matter. This Nevada court hearing the probate matter was defrauded into wrongfully rejecting
the Holographic Will as genuine and determined it would not be admitted into probate. To
assure his dominance of the Hughes estate, very soon after the death of Howard Hughes
Defendant Lummis obtained an Order from the Chancery Court in Delaware - the state of
incorporation of Summa Corporation, hereinafter Summa - appointing him temporary sole
stockholder of Summa. Within months Defendant Lummis moved to Nevada to personally
take charge of the Hughes empire. He was, very soon after the death of Howard Hughes, the
effective chief executive officer (CEO) of all of the Hughes entities.

5. That Defendant Frank William Géy, at all times material hereto, was a
resident and citizen of the States of Texas, Nevada and/or California and the effective chief
operating officer (COO) of all of the holdings of the late Howard Hughes, including the
Summa, and controlled the actions of Summa and its employees both during the last years
of Howard Hughes' life and immediately after his death. After Defendant Lummis obtained
temporary control of the ownership of the Howard Hughes entities, Defendants Gay and
Lummis worked together to see that the Holographic Will was not admitted to probate in this
Nevada District Court.

INTRODUCTORY FACTUAL STATEMENT
6. That during the last week in December, 1967 Plaintiff Melvin Dummar was

driving in the late evening in rural Nevada and, after pulling off the main road for a short rest
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stop, saw a man lying in the road and went to help him. The man was clearly in distress:
he was bloodied around his face, had a disheveled appearance, seemed to be semi-conscience
and, in retrospect, was suffering from exposure. Plaintiff Dummar wakened the man and
offered him help to get him to a hospital. The man refused all medical assistance and,
instead, asked to be driven to The Sands Hotel in Las Vegas, Nevada. Plaintiff Dummar
complied and drove the man to The Sands Hotel. During the ride from the rural area to Las
Vegas, the man identified himself as Howard Hughes, the industrialist. Mr. Hughes was
reportedly the then richest man in the United States. Plaintiff Dummar brought Mr. Hughes
to The Sands Hotel in Las Vegas in the early morning hours before sunrise.

7. That from the time Plaintiff Melvin Dummar dropped Howard Hughes off
at The Sands Hotel in Las Vegas, Nevada that morning in late December, 1967, he never had
contact with Mr. Hughes again.

8. That but for the fact that Plaintiff Melvin Dummar found Mr. Hughes, gave
him help and drove him to Las Vegas, NV, Howard Hughes would have surely died of
exposure in the harsh desert night in rural Nevada.

9. That Howard Hughes died in 1976. After the death of Mr. Hughes, Plaintiff
Melvin Dummar was working at a gas station in Willard, Utah. In April of 1976, shortly
after Mr. Hughes' death, a stranger appeared at the gas station and, after confirming the
identify of Plaintiff, left an envelope for him. The stranger was later identified as LeVane
Forsythe, a confidential agent of Howard Hughes, who was given the code name “Ventura”

by Mr. Hughes. The envelope instructed that it be delivered to Mr. David O. McKay, the late
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President of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, hereinafter Mormon Church.

10. That although addressed to another, Plaintiff Melvin Dummar steamed
opened the envelope and found inside a three page, hand-written or holographic Last Will and
Testament of Howard R. Hughes. Exhibit A. This was the same Howard Hughes whose life
Plaintiff saved in the desert nearly ten years before.

11. That after inspecting the contents of the envelope, Plaintiff Melvin
Dummar attempted to personally deliver the envelope to the then current president of the
Mormon Church, Spencer W. Kimball, at the headquarters of the Mormon Church in Salt
Lake City, Utah. Being unable to get in to see President Kimball, Plaintiff Dummar put the
materials he wanted to deliver to the president in an envelope from a supply of writing
materials available to the public at Mormon Church headquarters. He wrote the name of
President Kimball on the envelope and put the envelope containing the holographic Last Will
and Testament of Howard Hughes inside. After sealing the church envelope, Plaintiff Melvin
Dummar left it on a secretary’s desk at the Mormon Church headquarters having faith it
would be correctly delivered.

12. That after receiving the envelope containing the Holographic Will of Mr.
Hughes, the Mormon Church took it to their attorneys who then had it examined by a
handwriting expert who was familiar with Hughes' handwriting who confirmed it as genuine.
Then, on April 29, 1976, the Mormon Church saw that it was delivered to the Clark County

District Court in Las Vegas, Nevada for probate.

13. That, ultimately, in Las Vegas there was a trial in District Court in and for
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Clark County, Nevada to determine the validity of the Holographic Will. The in-court
proponents of the Holographic Will were Plaintiff Melvin Dummar and the Holographic
Will's nominated Personal Representative, Noah Dietrich. Mr. Dietrich was a former, long
time employee of Decedent Hughes and one-time manager of many of his wholly owned
corporations and entities.

14. That the opponents to the probate of the Holographic Will were Defendant
William Rice Lummis, through his mother, an aunt of Howard Hughes, and numerous other
shirt-tail relatives of Mr. Hughes. (Defendant Lummis was effectively standing in for his
elderly mother, Mr. Hughes' aunt.) Mr. Lummis and the Hughes relatives would inherit the
entire Hughes estate, estimated to be $2.5 billion in 1976 dollars, should the Holographic Will
not be admitted into probate and the estate be distributed by intestate succession. Defendant
Lummis was a beneficiary in the Holographic Will of a one-sixteenth of the estate - the same
share as Plaintiff Dummar - worth an estimated $156 million. Ultimately, Defendant Lummis
bought out the positions of all his relatives and became the sole beneficiary of the estate.

15. That at the time of the passing of Howard Hughes, his wealth was
controlled by a holding company: Summa Corporation. Through this corporation Mr. Hughes
controlled his holdings including but not limited to: Hughes Tool Company, Hughes Aircraft,
Hughes Helicopter, hotels and casinos in Las Vegas and elsewhere around the world and
many acres of raw land and mining interests in and around Las Vegas and other parts of
Nevada. For a time prior to and for a short period after the death of Howard Hughes, all of

these interests were controlled by Defendant Frank William Gay. Shortly after the Order of
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